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T
he Madurai Bench
of the Madras High
Court on Tuesday

directed Madurai Corpora-
tion, Public Works Depart-
ment and Water Resources
Department to take appro-
priate steps to restore Uth-
angudi oorani in Madurai,
in three months.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tices G.R. Swaminathan
and B. Pugalendhi directed
the authorities to clear the
encroachment made in the
oorani and ensure smooth
supply and out�ow to/
from the channel. The
court was hearing a public
interest litigation petition
�led by N. Thavamani, pre-
sident of Gurunagar Resi-
dents Welfare Association,
Sriram Nagar Extension,
Uthangudi. The petitioner
said that the oorani re-
ceived water from Periyar-
Vaigai canal whenever wa-
ter was released in it. The
State Highways Depart-
ment took up the road ex-

pansion works from Mee-
nakshi Mission Hospital
and Research Centre to
Agricultural College and
Research Institute in Otha-
kadai, he said. 

During the course of the
work, the channel got
damaged and it a�ected

the �ow of water. Also,
sewage was getting mixed
into the oorani, thereby
contaminating it. In the ab-
sence of proper �ow, the
water in the oorani had be-
come stagnant and pollut-
ed. It had also a�ected the
groundwater table, he

said. Appropriate steps
should be taken to restore
the waterbody and ensure
that there is no hindrance
to get supply from the Peri-
yar canal and the out�ow
is smooth, as it is the main
source of groundwater re-
charge, the petitioner said.

HC directs authorities
to restore Uthangudi
oorani in three months 

Nowhere to go: In the absence of proper flow, water in the Uthangudi oorani has become stagnant and

polluted, says petitioner. G. MOORTHY 

When the State Highways Department widened the road from Meenakshi Mission Hospital to

Agricultural College, the channel got damaged and it has a�ected the �ow of water, says petitioner
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People intending go to Pa-
ramakudi to pay their res-
pects to Immanuel Sekaran
on the occasion of his
death anniversary on Sep-
tember 11 should apply for
vehicle passes with the of-
�ces of the Deputy Supe-
rintendent of Police by
September 6.

In a statement, Rama-
nathapuram Collector Sim-
ranjeet Singh Kahlon said
that only personal vehicles
would be allowed to Para-
makudi on the day. No
hired vehicles and open
vehicles, two-wheelers,
cargo vehicles would be al-
lowed to ferry people. 

Vehicles coming from
other districts should have
got due permission from
their respective districts. 

The vehicles should
stick to the permitted
routes and no person
should travel on the roof
the vheicles. Vehicles
should not be parked at
random spots. No wea-
pons and public address
system would be allowed
in the vehicles. 

The Collector said that
banners that instigate cas-
teist or communal senti-
ments would not be al-
lowed. The passengers of
the vehicles should not
raise any such slogans. 

The statement said that
the road stretch between
Thelichanallur junction
and Santhaipettai junction
would be no parking zone.

Similarly, no vehicles shold
be parked on the road bet-
ween Ottapalam junction,
Police Station, Ponnaiyap-
uram bridge. 

People who come to the
memorial by bus should
start by 10 a.m. No �ex
banner, �ags, public ad-
dress system, drums
would be allowed in the
bus. They should also not
carry any jothi in the bus-
es. The passengers should
make payment for the bus
tickets before the commen-
cement of the journey. 

The special buses would
be operated only for one
day on September 11. 

Time slots for o�ering
respects at the memorial of
the tyagi would be allowed
only for leaders of regis-
tered political parties and
organisation for which pe-
tition should be submitted
by 5.45 p.m. on September
6. Only four vehicles would
be allowed in the convoy of
political parties. Proces-
sion would be allowed for
only one km in Paramaku-
di town. Procession with
jothi, sprouts and milk
pots would be allowed for
one km of permitted route.

No events or usage of
public address system
would be allowed in con-
nection with the death an-
niversary in the villages on
September 10 or 12. Only
garlading of portraits
would be allowed in the vil-
lages on September 11. 

All the events would be
wound up by 4 p.m. on
September 11. 

Immanuel Sekaran
event: submit vehicle
pass applications
before September 6 
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The Tamil Nadu State Mar-
keting Corporation (TAS-
MAC) has acquired 12,000
billing machines to prevent
the overpricing of liquor at
its outlets across the State,
announced Minister for

Housing and Urban Deve-
lopment S. Muthusamy on
Tuesday. 

The Minister, who also
oversees excise, prohibi-
tion, and molasses, said
Tasmac sta� continue to
face penalties for selling li-
quor at in�ated prices, but
the new billing machines

are expected to curb this
practice. 

He also con�rmed that
water released through the
Athikadavu-Avinashi pro-
ject, inaugurated by Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin on Au-
gust 17, is now reaching all
water bodies in the Erode,
Tiruppur, and Coimbatore

districts.
The Chief Minister had

signed memorandums of
understanding (MoUs)
with eight companies in
the United States, securing
₹1,300 crores in invest-
ments. A white paper de-
tailing these investments
will be published soon.

Tasmac to install 12,000 billing machines
at its outlets across the State, says Minister
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Water level in Mullaperiyar
dam stood at 131 feet (per-
missible level is 142 feet)
with an in�ow of 772 cu-
secs and a discharge of
400 cusecs. In Vaigai dam,
the level was 63.37 ft.
(maximum level is 71 ft.)
with an in�ow of 240 cu-

secs and a discharge of 69
cusecs. 

Combined storage in Pe-
riyar credit was 7,315.48
mcft. 

Rainfall recorded in the
24 hours ending at 6 a.m.
on Tuesday was (in mm):
Mullaperiyar dam 9.4,
Thekkadi and Gudalur 1,
Shanmuganadhi dam 0.8
and Vaigai dam 0.2.

Water level in dams
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India has su�ered a loss of
$500 million in the last �ve
years on account of the
U.S. ban on its export of
wild-caught shrimps.

This was one of the �nd-
ings of a report of conser-
vation and trade policies
on marine mammals and
turtles. The U.S. ban on
shrimp from India was
based on its law that prohi-
bits the import of wild-
caught shrimp from com-
mercial �sheries, negative-
ly impacting sea turtles.
“Sea turtles are incidental-
ly caught along with �shes
in �shing gears,” the report
points out.

Presented by the Marine
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (MPEDA)
under the Union govern-
ment’s Commerce Depart-
ment along with the Cen-
tral Marine Fisheries
Research Institute and
Central Institute of Fisher-
ies Technology at a meet-
ing of experts here last
week, the report said the li-
velihood of �shermen had
been hit by the ban.

The country had �nal-
ised two designs of Turtle
Excluder Device (TED) to
be �tted in the trawl net as
per the technical require-
ments of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA),
U.S. One of the designs had
been approved by the
NOAA for implementation
in India as it facilitated  es-
capement of incidentally

caught sea turtles.  It was
expected that the use of
TED by the �shers in the
trawls would substantially
reduce mortality of sea tur-
tles.  Field demonstrations
were in progress in all mar-
itime States to create
awareness.

The meet also empha-
sised the need for develop-
ing an appropriate regula-
tory programme for
conservation on marine
mammals such as whales,
dolphins, porpoise and du-
gong, in compliance with
the Marine Mammal Pro-
tection Act (MMPA) of the
U.S. In this case also, the
bycatch of marine mam-
mals in �shing operations
should be reduced by In-
dia, failing which the ex-
port of all wild caught
items to the U.S. would be
hit. 

At the meeting, Indian
marine scientists main-
tained the view that the
country’s �shermen were
using indigenous methods
to reduce marine mam-
mal-�sheries interaction,
saying that as per tradition-
al beliefs, turtles were be-
ing protected by the Indian
�shing community. 

‘India lost $500 million
in the last �ve years on
account of U.S.’ ban on
wild-caught shrimps’
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The report said the livelihood

of fishermen had been hit by

the ban.
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