
PUTA STAGES
PROTEST
Chandigarh: The Panjab
University Teachers’ Association
(PUTA) staged a protest against
the barricading of a road
leading to the Vice Chancellor’s
residence on the campus. “The
residents are facing problems
due to the unnecessary
barricading of the road facing
the E-type houses opposite the
VC’s residence,” read a
statement. TNS

ABVP SUBMITS
MEMORANDUM
Chandigarh: A students’
political outfit of PU, ABVP, hsas
submitted a memorandum to
the Vice-Chancellor regarding
academic issues and problems
faced by students. The outfit
has demanded a separate
section in library for the
research scholars, new hostels,
and rollback of fee hike. Its
members said the PU authorities
should strengthen security,
improve basic facilities and
increase the number of e-
rickshaws and shuttle buses.  TNS
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Up in arms

Local residents protest against the administration after workers came to build a wall at the
entrance to the old Shiv temple at Modern Complex, Mani Majra, on Tuesday. NITIN MITTAL

SCHOOL NOTES
INSTALLATION CEREMONY
The Interact Club of Bhavan Vidyalaya organised its Installation
ceremony for the new office-bearers. Vinod Kapoor, president,
Chandigarh Rotary Club, was the guest of honour. The other guests
included RK Saboo, chairman, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan; Madhukar
Malhotra, secretary, Bhavan Chandigarh Kendra; Principal (New
Chandigarh branch) Inderpreet Kaur, Principal (junior school) Soma
Mukhopadhay and Vice-Principal Suparna Bansal.  

GURUKUL GLOBAL CLUB SIGNS MoU
Agus Indra Udayana  founder Ashram Gandhi Puri and the Peace
Club of Gurukul Global School, facilitated by Yuvsatta, signed a
five-year MoU for greater exchange of students and staff to
further strengthen the age-old India-Indonesian bonds and
friendship. Caroline Rowett, British Deputy High Commissioner;
Madhvi Kataria, Special Secretary, Higher Education and
Languages, Punjab Government; and others attended the event. 
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Mohali, August 30
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
today began his Punjab visit
from Mohali. 

The minister met leaders of
the Road Sangharsh Commit-
tee outside the District Admin-
istrative Complex and assured
them of speeding the resolu-
tion of their demand for an
appropriate compensation for
the land acquired for the
Bharatmala project. He was
accompanied by former Health
Minister Balbir Singh Sidhu,
former minister Tikshan Sood,
Punjab BJP general secretary
Subhash Sharma, Mayor
Amarjit Singh Sidhu and local
BJP leader Sanjiv Vashisht.

Addressing the media near
Gurdwara Amb Sahib,
Shekhawat did not rule out
the possibilities of changes in
the state BJP for the better-
ment, but said at present,
there was no need. 

Though Sekhawat did not
name Balbir as the probable
BJP candidate for the Anand-
pur Shahib LS seat, sources
said Sidhu might be a proba-
ble candidate in the 2024 elec-
tions. Commenting on BJP’s

future plans in the state,
Sekhawat, BJP in charge of
Anandpur Shahib, Bathinda
and Hoshiarpur Lok Sabha

constituencies, said, “There is
no reason for a change in the
organisational structure of the
Punjab BJP immediately, but
it was possible in the coming
days. To strengthen the organ-
isational structure, changes
should take place from time to
time. I am not going to com-
ment on the changes in the
near future or later, but every-
thing will be done to strength-
en the party in the state.”

Sidhu had mobilised a large
number of councillors, leaders,
Panch and Sarpanches at the
event. Sidhu and his brother,
Mayor Amarjit Singh, joined
the BJP recently.

BJP Union Minister starts
Punjab visit from Mohali
Assures panel of speedy resolution of land relief

Mohali, August 30
Agriculture development
officers, who had been stag-
ing a sit-in at the Punjab Agri-
culture Department Head-
quarters here over their
demands for the past several
days, today called off their
protest after assurance by
Agriculture Minister
Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal. 

Earlier in the day, the minis-
ter held a meeting with the
representatives of the protest-
ing officers and  assured them
that their legitimate demands
would be met. 

Later, addressing the
protesters, the minister
said they should support
the government in saving
the agriculture of the
state and help farmers

with honesty and dedica-
tion. He said he would
always support honest
officials, but won’t toler-
ate corruption.

Agri officers
end dharna

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, August 30
The District Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion, Chandigarh, has held
the University Institute of
Engineering and Technology
(UIET), Panjab University,
guilty of deficiency in service
for admitting a student
despite his refusal, and not
refunding the fee. The com-
mission has directed the
institute to refund the fee
amount of Rs 38,000 to the
student with interest and pay
Rs 10,000 to him as compen-
sation for causing mental
agony and harassment, and
Rs 7,000 as litigation costs.

Apurv Singhal, a student
residing in Sector 48, in a com-
plaint filed through counsel
Devinder Kumar, said on
August 8, 2018, he applied for
the spot-round admission to
the UIET by paying the partic-
ipation fee of Rs 40,000. The
final seat was supposed to be
confirmed by the institute on

August 12. However, on August
9, he got a confirmation call for
admission at Chitkara Engi-
neering College, Banur. The
same day, his mother sent an
email to the Joint Admission
Committee (JAC) stating that
they wanted to opt out of the
spot round, and requested for
fee refund. On August 12, when
he checked the website, he was
surprised that a seat was allot-
ted to him at Engineering Col-
lege, Sector 26, Chandigarh. He
again sent an email, followed
by a representation dated Octo-
ber 11, praying for a fee refund,
but to no avail. 

The UIET authorities said
the complainant had himself
confirmed for participation in
the spot round and accord-
ingly, he was allotted a seat in
CCET, Sector 26, Chandigarh,
as per admission rules. The
participation fee was not paid
to the (UIET) but to the Joint
Admission Committee 2018,
which was transferred to the
CCET on September 13. As
the complainant was allotted

a seat, he had no claim to fee
refund. Further, once the
admission process was over,
the JAC for that year ceased
to have any control over any
of the seats in any of the par-
ticipating institutes. 

After hearing of the argu-
ments, the commission said it
was very surprising that
despite duly receiving informa-
tion from the complainant
regarding his refusal to partici-
pate in the admission process,
the opposite party (UIET)
admitted him on August 12
and offered him a seat. So far as
their plea regarding fee in
question lying with the CCET,
or the JAC-2018 was con-
cerned, both these parties were
alien to the complainant. The
acts of the opposite party in
forcing the complainant to pur-
sue education in an institute
which was not of his choice/pri-
ority list, not responding to the
email, not addressing his gen-
uine request and not refunding
fee certainly proved deficiency
in service on its part.

UIET told to refund fee
Had allotted seat in college against student’s choice

Chandigarh, August 30 
A meeting of a committee,
comprising Panjab Universi-
ty (PU) Deans (Student Wel-
fare), the Chandigarh Police
SSP and students’ represen-
tatives, was held at the Sen-
ate Hall, in anticipation of the
coming elections of the Pan-
jab University Campus Stu-
dents Council (PUCSC). 

The elections, which were
not conducted in the past two
years due to the Covid pan-
demic, are expected to be
held in coming months. 

The committee discussed
that law and order should be
maintained on the campus
and outsiders’ entry would
not be allowed. Students’
organisations should cooper-

ate with the authorities. Par-
ties were warned against
indulging in any type of illegal
activity and violence. 

Elections on Sept 23? 
One of the students’ political
outfit claimed that the PU
authorities proposed to hold
elections on September 23.
However, the authorities

denied any such development.
“The elections are unlikely to
be held on September 23, as
the commencement of post-
graduate classes is said to be
on September 30. And as of
now, there has been no change
in this schedule. The authori-
ties will take a final call on
rescheduling, if possible,” said
a senior official. — TNS

PUCSC poll: Varsity panel holds meeting

Fatehgarh Sahib, August 30
The district police today
claimed to have solved the
murder of a woman, identi-
fied as Bholi Goyal of ward
number 13 in Amloh, within
24 hours with the arrest of her
son and daughter-in-law,
Honey Goyal and Arti Goel. 

The police have registered a
case under Section 302, IPC,
against the couple on a com-
plaint filed by Dharmbir Goy-
al, husband of the deceased.

Addressing the media, SSP
Ravjot Grewal said Dharambir
and Honey had complained to
the Amloh police that uniden-

tified motorcycle-borne
youths entered their house
and murdered Bholi. Honey
was also injured in the attack.
A police team, under the
supervision of Amloh DSP
Jangjit Singh, solved the case
within a day. A tiff between the
mother-in-law and the daugh-
ter-in-law led to the murder.

The DSP said when the
police recreated the murder
scene, Honey could not give a
proper reply. Soon, he con-
fessed to the murder. He admit-
ted that they killed Bholi with a
knife and cooked up a story to
mislead the police. — OC

Son, daughter-in-law held for
Amloh woman’s murder

Chandigarh, August 30 
Panjab University has
announced a golden chance for
the even semester students of
all undergraduate courses
(2014 onwards) and postgradu-
ate courses (2015 onwards) and
professional courses (as per
regulations of the governing
council/bodies) to clear their
respective reappear(s)/com-
partment(s)/Improvements/ad
ditional/deficient subjects/com-
plete their respective degrees,
who have exhausted all their
permissible chances.

The examination fee will be
Rs 10,000 for postgraduate stu-
dents per class/semester (annu-
al/semester system examina-
tions) and Rs 5,000 for
undergraduate students per
class/semester (annual/semes-
ter system examinations). The
SC/ST students will be granted
a 50 per cent concession in the
examination fee. The examina-
tion will be conducted in Octo-
ber in the physical mode only.
Aspirants can submit the form
by September 16 at
pgexam.puchd.ac.in and ugex-
am.puchd.ac.in. — TNS

PU announces
golden chance

Tribune News Service

Mohali, August 30
The district Health Depart-
ment has warned food busi-
ness operators (FBOs) in the
district against falling prey to
fraudsters posing as food
safety officers (FSOs).

Civil Surgeon Dr Adarshpal
Kaur and District Health
Officer Dr Subhash Kumar
said it had come to their
notice some miscreants pos-
ing as FSOs and food officers
were demanding money
from FBOs or shopkeepers
against fake challans issued
to them. They said the matter
had come to light in some dis-
tricts of Punjab.

The fraudsters were also
demanding money for issu-
ing medical fitness certifi-
cates to food handlers. “Med-
ical fitness certificates can
only be obtained from a regis-
tered medical practitioner or
district and sub-divisional
civil hospitals of Mohali dis-
trict,” they said.

The fraudsters were trying to

take advantage of the upcom-
ing festival season in a bid to
dupe traders, they said. The
officials asked shop owners to
inform the police or food safety
wing of the Civil Surgeon’s
office on receiving such calls.

Dr Subhash Kumar asked
shopkeepers, dairy owners,
milkmen and those selling
food items to report to the
authorities any demand
made for bribe or “monthly
collection” in the name of
health official or the food
safety wing.

He reiterated issuance/mod-
ification of food safety licence/
registration was done online
and no physical submission
of documents was required.

The registration certificate
or licence could be obtained
by applying online at
www.foscos.fssai.gov.in for
which government fee was
charged, he added.

‘Fake’ food safety officials
on prowl, traders warned

Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat reaches Gurdwara
Amb Sahib in Mohali on Tuesday. Balbir Singh Sidhu and Sanjeev
Vashisht are also seen in the picture. TRIBUNE PHOTO: VICKY

Demanding bribe in
name of challans:

Mohali Health Dept

3 city residents fall...
posed as an Army personnel. 

The complainant stated that
she had received a call from
some person who asked her if
she could hold a medical
check-up camp for the wards
of Army personnel. The fraud-
ster asked for the consultation
fee from the victim and
claimed that she would be
paid Rs 20,000 for the services.
The fraudster claimed that
they would pay half of the pay-
ment in advance and further
made the victim open various
online payment platforms
through which they managed
to siphon off Rs 3 lakh from
her account. 

Another complaint of cyber
fraud was received from a
woman resident of Ram Dar-
bar who reported that
unidentified person cheated

her out of Rs 90,000 on the
pretext of providing here
with a job. TNS

Dedicated startup...
Highlighting CII’s role in pro-
moting startups, Rajiv Kaila,
Chairman, CII Chandigarh &
Director, Kaila Engineering
Pvt Ltd, said: “To enable the
corporate-startup cooperation
to flourish, the CII has taken
some specific initiatives,
including setting up a dedicat-
ed Centre of Excellence (COE)
for Innovation, Entrepreneur-
ship and Startups in Hyder-
abad. The CII is currently
working with 90 startups,
directly and indirectly, towards
helping these with a 5x rev-
enue growth. The COE shall
also conduct master classes for
government officials on how to
work with startups.”

Tribune News Service

Chandigarh, August 30
An awareness workshop on
sexual harassment of women
at workplace was today
organised at the Model Jail
by the Institute of Correction-
al Administration, Sector 26,
Chandigarh. 

Dr Palika Arora, Joint IG
(Prisons)-cum-Superintendent
of Jail, was the chief guest at
the valedictory session.

During the workshop, the
prison staff were made aware
of various stereotypes and
what behaviour constituted
sexual harassment such as
blocking way, touching and

gestures against women at
workplace. They were also
made aware of the rights and
safety of the women visitors
and inmates as well. As many
as 68 staff members attended
the workshop.

The Superintendent (Jail)
distributed certificates to
the participants. Dr Upneet
Lalli, Head Co-ordinator,
Institute of Correctional
Administration; Dr Deipa
Singh, an advocate of the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court, and other officials
were also present. The aim
of the event was to sensitise
the women employees to
their rights at workplace.

Awareness workshop
conducted at city jail


